
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone, you shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you 

today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when 

you are away; when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an 

emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 

“Grow in the grace and knowledge of our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now 

and to the day of eternity. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18. 

Dear Christian friends, 

The schedule that we establish in September will dictate our weekly routine until next June. We choose 

those regular activities at this time of year which will inspire us, challenge us and help to grow. Parents 

will be busy enrolling children in sports activity. Those music lessons or special classes will be worked 

into our routine. All these activities and plans will imprint upon our lives. 

People of God have always been encouraged to have an imprint of faith upon their lives. God 

commanded Moses to teach the people how their daily lives would function through remembrance of 

God’s mighty acts and his presence among them. Therefore each generation of parents were 

commanded to speak about and teach the story of faith (God’s accompaniment with us) to their 

children. They were to grow in the knowledge of God, recognizing that the wonder of grace would grow 

there also. This dictate of God was reiterated to Christians as indicated in St. Peter’s letter.  

Scripture reading and meditation, prayer, service, worship are all aspects of Christian discipleship. These 

arise as aspects to the fullness of our relationship with Jesus Christ and the wholeness of God. Personally 

I find that I am deepened in my understanding of grace and feel more confident of God’s goodness for 

us. I long for those times of deep communion with God.  

When my granddaughter is at our house, at bedtime I play the music of John Michael Talbot. He is a 

Christian musician and monk who has arranged many Psalms and other scripture to music. It is 

incredible to observe the routine that Audree has in settling to sleep when that music begins. She 

focuses toward the source of the song. She is hearing the story of God’s awesome presence for us. She 

will take these teachings into her being for life. 

Grow is a verb; it is an action word. This action involves change. While we may joke as Lutherans about 

the trembling that the suggestion “change” instills within us, we can recall that our very origin as a 

denomination began in the Reformation (a tremendous moment of change!) Of course, too drastic a 

change can be lethal, but change is a constant where life is present. I would encourage every member of 

Shepherd King to set a goal for some Christian discipleship this month. Make a change that is life-

enriching. Set a goal for an area of Christian growth. Start moderately and work up to the final goal. Be 

ready for a journey that will be surprising and encouraging.  

We are establishing a routine for life that will feed us in mind, body and soul for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


